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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR
The year now seems to be rushing to its conclusion at an alarming pace. We have three
monthly meetings left of which one will be Christmas Lunch. Attendance at meetings have
stabilised with most of the able-bodied regulars still attending when they are able. Sadly,
attrition due age-related difficulties are inexorably reducing the number of members who
are able to attend. We see very few members resigning, but for many of the remaining
members it becomes too difficult to remain active, and they then tend to slowly fade from
the ranks of active members. Ten years ago, the Branch would have had more than forty
members attending the monthly meetings and lunch. Before the covid pandemic this had
dropped to 30 and post-pandemic we are at around 20.
This reduction in able-bodied members has a secondary effect in that the number of
members who could actively serve on the Branch Committee is continually getting
smaller, while the load on the remaining members just keeps growing. The Branch
Executive Committee now consists of just 3 members after Ivan Erasmus has stepped
down after serving on the SAAFA PA Branch Executive Committee since he moved to
Port Alfred in 2018. We thank Ivan for his dedicated service to not only the Port Alfred
Branch, but to the entire SAAFA over the many years he has been an active member.
Annetjie Rogers, after serving on the BEC for more than 12 years, has understandably
indicated that she will not be available for re-election at the next AGM in March 2023.
There are a few members willing to provide limited assistance with the administration of
the Branch, but for valid reasons they are unable to attend regular meetings and thus
cannot be members of the BEC. The other two BEC members are deep in their seventies,
and apart from SAAFA, are also active in other community projects. One of the these,
Tim Cockbain BEC has been on the BEC for 12 years. I, the other, have been a BEC
member for seven years of which 5 were as chairperson. I have been trying to step down
for the past 3 years to pass the reigns on to someone more energetic and capable, without
success. However, I have now concluded that I need to reduce my obligations to SAAFA
and will not be available for re-election at the next annual general meeting. It cannot be
expected that two members carry all the duties that should be distributed over a
committee consisting of at least seven members. What has also become obvious after
repeated calls for members to serve on the BEC is that at this stage there are no other
branch members willing or able to serve on the Branch Executive Committee.
The stark reality is the SAAFA Port Alfred Branch cannot continue to function as a branch
anymore in its present form. The only realistic choices left are that either the branch
merges with another branch or it closes as a branch. Both possibilities could have severe
implications for especially those who are reliant on SAAFA PA for financial support in
these trying times. While arrangements to continue the assistance can be made in the
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short term by using the Branch’s accumulated financial reserves, these will run out after
a few short years. The financial administration of these funds would have to taken over
either another branch or the NEC.
The BEC is thus now faced with even a bigger task in the short term in having to initiate
the process of merging or closing the branch. On top all this the annual golf day fund
raising must start in earnest and sadly the one stalwart who always put in a major effort,
will not be able to assist due to failing health. The golf day is the Branch’s major income
generator and accounts for more than 50% of annual income. Unless there are members
who are willing to step forward and assist, we will be facing a very bleak fundraising
season.
As the Chairperson of Branch Executive Committee, I find it very sad to have to write this,
but the time has come to face up to reality. As the BEC, we would appreciate the
members’ honest view and suggestions on this situation. Please let us hear from you as
we need some insightful guidance on this.

WELFARE OF MEMBERS (ANNETJIE ROGERS)
Hello everyone, I hope you all enjoy the rainy weather as much as I do, despite all the
mud! The world said a final goodbye to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, may She rest in
peace. We also lost one of our inactive members, Jean Botma, who passed away on
Sunday 18 September due to cancer. Her husband Lee also passed away. They stopped
coming to our meetings and lunches some time ago but some of our members will
remember them both. On a happier note, Donna Ferreira has had her surgery and is
recovering at home. Donna, we pray that you will soon be pain free and up and about
again. Hopefully the rest of members are enjoying good health.
Please feel free to contact me (082 537 9033) if you know of someone who is not well or
recovering. Hope to see you all at our next lunch in October.
Fond regards,
Annetjie Rogers.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR SEPTEMBER
The following members have birthdays in October: John Wesley (9 th); Du Toit Coetzee
(15th); Dean Samuel (19th); Gerald Spilkin (20th); Sybil van der Bank (20th); Donna Ferreira
(23rd); Sticks Stiglingh (24th); Ron Taylor (25th); William Reed (26th); Allan Stephen (29th)
and Margaret Wesley (29th).
We wish you all a great birthday. We pray that you will all enjoy many more years of health
and happiness with your family and loved ones

NEXT MEETING AND LUNCH
The regular monthly meeting and lunch will take place on Monday 3 October 2022 at
11:30 for 12:00 at the Hibiscus Room at the Settlers Park Retirement Village. Although
bookings closed on Monday 26 September, there are often cancellations. If there are
members who still wish to attend, they should please contact us by either WhatsApp
(0722465430 or SAAFA PA Group) or email at pa@saafa.co.za at their earliest
convenience and we will try our best to accommodate them.
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“DRONES” AT WAR IN THE UKRAINE
Much has been written about the war in the Ukraine and Unmanned Aircraft systems
(UAS) also known as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) or the more colloquially as Drones
have featured prominently. UASs in the military started off as visual reconnaissance and
surveillance systems to gather information over enemy territory where it was too
dangerous to send in manned aircraft. The information gathered was used to give
commanders at various levels a better situational awareness of where the enemy and
indeed own forces were active. Over the years the role of UASs has changed dramatically
and while visual reconnaissance and surveillance remains a key role the spectrum has
gone from visual to infrared and now includes communications and radar spectrum. The
roles have also changed from passive surveillance to active attack on systems in the
various frequency bands. The biggest role change came when the UASs became armed
with guided weapons and started being used for precision attack on enemy targets. These
attacks are generally referred to as “drone strikes”. In recent wars in the Middle East and
Afghanistan the use of UASs proved their value. When the Ukraine was attacked by
Russia, Ukrainian Forces soon realised that had limited reconnaissance capability and
started off using small off-the-shelf commercially available recreational drones. These
proved their value. Ukraine’s allies soon started supplying them with UASs of varying
types and sizes. Some systems like the USA’s Global Hawk remain under NATO control
and are flown from NATO bases to patrol on the outskirts of the war zone from where
they provide a lot of information over the full radio magnetic spectrum from low frequency
radio communications, to radar frequencies, to visible and infrared light.
For the next couple of months, we will look at some of the systems deployed to help
Ukraine in its defence against Russian aggression, starting off with the smallest “drone”
BLACK HORNET NANO PERSONAL RECONNAISSANCE SYSTEM
The Black Hornet Nano is a military
micro unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)
developed by Prox Dynamics AS of
Norway. According to Wikipedia it is in
use by the armed forces of India, the
United States, France, the United
Kingdom, Germany, Australia, Turkey,
Norway, the Netherlands, Poland, New
Zealand, Algeria and South Africa.
There is some doubt as to South Africa
using it. It was demonstrated to the
SANDF and the SAPS around 2016.
However, the price at close to R3 million
per system that consisted of 2 drones, a
control station and a charging and
repair kit was considered too high by the
SANDF and SAPS.

A Black Hornet nano helicopter unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV).

The drones measure around 16 cm × 2.5 cm (6 × 1 in) and provides troops on the ground
with local situational awareness. They are small enough to fit in one hand and weigh 18g
(0.7 oz), with batteries.
The UAV is equipped with cameras, which gives the operator video and still images. It
has three cameras: one looking forward, one straight down, and one pointing down at 45
degrees.
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An operator can
be trained to
operate
the
Black Hornet in
20 minutes. A
Black
Hornet
`package
contains
two
helicopters and,
since a 90%
charge
is
reached in 20-25
minutes,
the
same as its
hovering time,
when one needs
to be recharged
the other is A Prox Dynamics employee shows off their nano-UAV, the PD-100 Black Hornet
personal reconnaissance system at the Modern Day Marine expo at Marine Corps
ready to fly. Top Base Quantico in Quantico, Virginia
ground speed is
6m/s (22 km/h).
Its speed through the air is much higher, but the ground speed is limited by the need to
automatically identify and avoid obstacles in its flight path.
In October 2014, Prox Dynamics unveiled a version of its PD-100 Black Hornet with night
vision capabilities, with long-wave infrared and day video sensors that can transmit video
or high-resolution still images via a digital datalink with a 1.6 km (1 mile) range. Over
3,000 Black Hornets have been delivered.
OPERATIONAL HISTORY
The British Army was an early adopter of
the Black Hornet. The unmanned aircraft
was being used by soldiers from the UK's
Brigade Reconnaissance Force at Camp
Bastion in Afghanistan. Operation Herrick
personnel in Afghanistan deployed the
Black Hornet from the front line to fly into
enemy territory to take video and still
images before returning to the operator. It
was withdrawn from service in 2016/2017.
The Black Hornet is launched from a small
box that can be strapped to a utility belt,
which also stores transmitted data, since In flight, showing its antenna
the drone itself does not store any data, an
advantage if captured. Operators can steer the UAV or set waypoints for it to fly itself. By
October 2013, the British Army had 324 Hornet Nanos in service.
In July 2014, the United States Army Natick Soldier Research, Development and
Engineering Centre (NSRDEC) selected the PD-100 Black Hornet after looking at
commercially available small-scale UAVs as part of the Cargo Pocket Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (CP-ISR) program. It concluded that further
refinements were needed for a U.S. Army role including reconfiguring the datalink, giving
it night vision, and improving navigational capability. The Black Hornet was tested with
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U.S. troops at an event in early March 2015, and Prox Dynamics delivered a PD-100 with
upgraded features for special forces testing in June 2015.
By 2015, the Black Hornet had deployed with U.S. Marine Corps special operations
teams. Although the Army is seeking a mini-UAS for use by individual squads through the
Soldier Borne Sensors (SBS) program, the individually handmade Black Hornet is seen
as too expensive for large-scale deployment, with a unit costing as much as US$195,000
(R3.12 million).
NORWAY AND GREAT BRITAIN ANNOUNCE NORWEGIAN-DEVELOPED DRONE
TO DONATED TO UKRAINE
In August 2022 the Norwegian
Government announced that
Norway and Great Britain are
joining forces to acquire the
Norwegian micro-drone Black
Hornet as a donation to Ukraine.
The cost will be up to NOK 90
million (R155 million). The
package includes Black Hornet
units, spare parts, transportation
and training. This will be financed
by the British-led fund to which
Norway has contributed NOK 400
million.
Ukrainian authorities have asked
for this type of equipment in the
fight
against
the
Russian
invasion.
According to Norway’s Defence Minister Bjørn Arild Gram, the Norwegian-developed
drone is a global market leader. It is used in several allied countries, including the United
States and Great Britain. The drone is used for reconnaissance and target identification.
It is easy to operate, robust, difficult to detect and particularly well suited for combat in
urban areas,
The micro-drone will be acquired from Teledyne FLIR as a call-off on a framework
agreement that The Norwegian Defence Material Agency has. Procurement, training and
delivery of the material is done in collaboration with and coordinated by the British
authorities.
Close cooperation with the defence industry will be crucial to continued key deliveries of
military equipment to Ukraine in the future. This cooperation also ensures that Ukraine
has more modern and efficient weapons and systems.
The donation marks that we stand by our commitment to continue supporting Ukraine,
but it also entails a new direction for how Western countries support their fight. Until now
we and our allies have mostly donated from our own stocks, says Gram.

PARTING SHOT
This month we celebrated our shared South African heritage and 24 September was
Heritage Day, popularly known as Braai Day. Here are some suggest movie titles to
celebrate Braai Day:
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• Star Wors

• The Lambshank Redemption

• Tjop gun

• Charcoal Zulu

• Grillers in the Mist

• Robochop

• Dead Poet’s Sosatie

• Message in a Skottel

• The Beer Hunter
AND THEN ONLY MZANZI

Hoping everyone enjoyed Heritage Month and had a gret braai somwhere along the line.
Until next time, happy landings!
The Editorial Committee extend their thanks for all contributions received. Opinions expressed in this
Newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the Editorial Committee or SAAFA National Executive. The
Editorial Committee reserve the right to amend or reject any editorial matter submitted for publication.
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