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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I greet you all well and trust this finds you all in good
health, filled with the joys of Summer and enjoying
our first rains.
A lot has transpired over the last quarter and we find
ourselves in the “tight grip of Eskom” which affects
our daily lives in more ways than one. Frustration
levels are high, and time has been “stolen” from us,
but we have learned to endure these hours without
power, and inevitably “we make a plan”.
It has been interesting to note that we as an
organisation have managed to “survive” the
onslaught of the whole “COVID Pandemic” through
the use of technology. The monthly meetings that
were held proved to be a challenge at times, but we
managed these conditions well. The fact that we are
now holding our monthly Branch Meeting in each
other’s company proves that one of our Pillars
[Camaraderie] stands tall, proving that physical
contact is better than a computer screen.
I personally have not always been available over the
last few months, due to contracting commitments,
and am extremely grateful to the Branch Executive
who has continued to manage the Branch in my
absence.
Our Membership increased to 236 “active” members
who have now paid their annual levy. The Portfolio
is managed by Bob Thorsen and he has been
slogging away at trying to get in touch with our
members and updating their details as he goes. The
2023 Annual Levy Invoices will be sent out shortly,
so look out for the email. If by some chance your
email has changed please forward your new email
address to Bob at – saafa@thorsenservices.co.za

As the “temporary” Stick and Throttle [S&T] Editor I
am attempting to put things together which will be of
interest to us all and at the same time trying to keep
it current. My thanks go to some of my BEC
members for their input, but input from any one of our
Branch members would be gratefully received.
These inputs can be sent to Jaap for my attention on
the Branch e-mail – pretoria@saafa.co.za
With this in mind, the Branch is still however looking
for a willing and able S&T Editor – your due
consideration and assistance would be appreciated.
If you know of anyone of our members that would be
keen to be the Editor or if “you” would like to be
“Interviewed” for this unique but important role,
please let Jaap know on the same email as above.
The previous newsletter was well received and thank
you for your positive responses and interesting
feedback.
A message for our younger generation.
“Success comes from hard work and enthusiasm in
what you do. I am sure we can all say that we have
been successful in our lives and have proved that
hard work does pay off. As we reflect back on our
days in the SAAF, either as retired or serving
members, we all know what it is like to work at it for
long hours to ultimately make things work. When
looking back I know of many members that I can look
up to because they made things work. Thank you to
you, for you inspired me to work hard too.”

Warm regards and my prayers are with you all,
Bill De Pinho
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GENERAL NOTIFICATIONS
Called to Higher Service
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing
away of the following members. Our thoughts and
prayers are with their families and may they RIP.
SWO (Ret) Wayne Benskin
Brig Gen (Ret) Pierre Gouws

Lest We Forget
The Health of Members
The following Branch Members are unwell and/or are
recuperating from illness or operations. They are in
our thoughts and prayers and are wished a speedy
recovery and we hope to see them soon again.

Photo. Renier in attendance at the Delville Wood
Memorial Service on the 17 July 2022

Lt Gen (Ret) Mike Muller and Katie
Speedy de Wet
Dr Belinda Church
Cathy de Beer
Henk van Rooyen
Dolf Minnaar

MEMORIAL SERVICES
There were a number of Memorial Services held over
the last few months and my sincere appreciation
goes to Renier Feldtmann who attended on behalf of
the Branch as well as on occasion on behalf of the
National President of SAAFA.

Photo. Renier in attendance at the SAPS COIN
Memorial Service on 27 August 2022 and with him are
Colin Bowring [National Chairman SAVO] and Dirk Louw
[President SAKWA]
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MONTHLY LUNCHEONS
Our Monthly Luncheons are attended by a good
number of our members and it is always good to see
some new faces each month. Good food is available
and is always prepared with the season in mind and
is made with care by Nico and Susan Venter.
We enjoy some friendly banter and share stories
together which upholds the true spirit of Camaraderie
and we also continue to raise funds for Benevolence
with our Raffle, which is arranged and run by Jaap.
There are a few that walk away with the prizes every
month and the normal joking erupts when they walk
up to claim them.
The following photos are from the last four luncheons
held and I hope you will enjoy seeing the faces of
some of our more well-known members. These have
been randomly selected and where necessary an
explanation will be given as required.
July Luncheon

Branch Chairman Bill de Pinho handed over a glass
Eagle to the outgoing South Korean Attaché,
Col Byungchul “Bruce” Lee. He was a regular at our
luncheons and normally attended with SAKWA
President Dirk Louw. We wish him and his wife well
and thank him for his dedication to the Pretoria
Branch of SAAFA.
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August Luncheon

September Luncheon

Our Vice-Chairman, Riaan van Wyk addressing the
gathering in the absence of our Chairman.
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October Luncheon and Bowls Morning

A few photos from the Bowls morning which was enjoyed
by those who had the inclination to play the Game. Well
done to Jaap and Stacey who won the Day 14-4.

Some Lunch Photos to wrap it all up for October

The above photo was commented on by our President,
Mike Louw, on the Pretoria SAAFA Facebook page and is
quoted as follows:
These three individuals recently completed their Basic
Military Training at the Air Force Gymnasium, Hoedspruit
and have now attended their first SAAFA function as fullyfledged Air Force members. Great example.
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FUNDRAISING GOLF DAY 2022
The Branch eventually managed to hold its
annual Fund Raising Golf Day on the 20th
October 2022 – our first since 2019 [for obvious
reasons]. This turned out to be an extremely
rewarding day and was well attended by some
very supportive individuals. A separate Special
Edition of the S&T will be prepared for
distribution and this will include pictures from the
day and will also promote those individuals
and/or companies that contributed towards the
much-needed funds that were raised on the day.

HAMPERS DELIVERED TO A FEW
OF THE RESIDENTS AT THE
SAAFA AD ASTRA FLATS
Non-perishable foods, cleaning materials,
personal hygiene products and some spoils
were collected by the Branch at the July
Luncheon. Our thanks and appreciation goes to
all the members that contributed to this worthy
cause, thereby ensuring that those that are in
dire need are looked after in a small way.
These goodies were packed up into a number of
Hampers and delivered to the most deserving
members at the Ad Astra Flats in Pretoria North.
On 27 July 2022, our ever-reliable Secretary
Jaap Rossouw and BEC Member Elsie Lagadec
delivered and distributed the Hampers.

Chopper Reunion – Feeding the
Guys – Branch Fund Raising

The Chopper Reunion was held at Swartkop on
the 27th August 2022 and the Branch members
decided to raise some funds by providing some
nourishment to those that attended. Thanks to
Craig and Rene Stanton, Johann and Marianne
Mostert as well as Mark and Vanessa Bruyns
who manned the store on the day. A little help
was also provided by Vanessa Louw and Joey
de Villiers. Well Done!!!
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Memorial Service Commemorating the
Centenary of the First Fatal SA Air
Force Aircraft Accident
SAAF Organisation – Prelude to Incident
With the action over, for the time being, Zwartkop
Base was able to settle down for a while and continue
with its daily activities. Funding for the fledgling
SAAF was minimal and was having a serious effect
on its operations [sounds familiar some 100 years
later]. Sir Pierre was greatly concerned about this
and the lack of staff. He considered that he, as head
of the organisation [the SAAF] should have the final
say regarding unit establishments and not as he
stated “…..mutilated by a departmental committee
who cannot possibly appreciate the details, internal
duties, and requirements of the Air Force.
The question of sufficient technical staff was a
greater problem, as there were few and far between.
In September 1922, 1 Squadron, with the acting OC
Captain Dirk Cloete consisted of two Flights. One
Flight consisted of nine DH9’s and one SE5a, with
only three riggers and four fitters to maintain them.
While Two Flight had six Avro 504K’s with two riggers
and three fitters to maintain them. Some were very
inexperienced and this led to the Flight Sergeant in
Charge having to carry out much of the work.

Image of the Avro 504K

The aircraft was unpacked on 18 March 1920 and
was inspected by F/Sgt WJ Parker under the
guidance of F/Sgt Hutchison. Parker had noticed
that the starboard main plane was covered in a
greenish mould. It was condemned and another one
was drawn from stores to replace it. However, as no
bolts and fittings were fitted to the new plane, the
ones from the condemned plane were removed,
cleaned and fitted.
The aircraft was inspected and found satisfactory
upon completion on 11 July 1921. It was then
transferred to ZAS where after the usual test flying, it
was issued to the Squadron where it flew a total of
94 hours and 23 minutes until 17 June 1922.

The First Fatal Accident - Background
1 Squadron’s Training Flight (No 2 Flight) was
operating the AVRO 504K and was engaged in
refresher training of Reserve Flying Officers. On the
strength of the Squadron was Avro 504K with tail
number H9699. Like all of the Avros in the SAAF, it
had been built as part of a batch of 300 aircraft built
by Grahame-White Aviation Co in England.

It then underwent a complete overhaul which was
completed and the aircraft tested and passed on the
19th July 1922. A further 25 hours and 20 minutes
were flown by H9699 until 18th September 1922. On
the first flight of the day, Lt H Daniel and A/Cpl Ward
flew for about 20 minutes followed by Lt Gray with
Maj Porteous [MO] as passenger. The next pilot to
fly the aircraft was Lt ALM van der Byl.

The aircraft had been passed by the Aeronautical
Inspection Department in England on 24 April 1919,
dismantled, packed and stored at RAF Shrewsbury
on 13 June 1919. H9699 was despatched from RAF
Ascot on 5 August 1919, where it was taken over by
the “SAAF” team in the UK on 9 August 1919. It left
by rail on the first stage of its journey to South Africa
on 15 October 1919, arriving at the Depot in the
January of 1920 [just prior to the official formation of
the SAAF in February 1920].

In 1922 Lt van der Byl had joined the SAAF as an
experienced reserve officer and underwent a
refresher course at 1 Squadron. There he received
instruction from Lt John Holthouse, who was Adjutant
Pilot on the Squadron. It had been customary to give
flights to officers from other units and regiments in
the Permanent Force, so it was nothing unusual that
Lt van der Byl invited Lt EA Stuart of the 1st Mounted
Rifles to fly with him on the morning of the 18th of
September.
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Lt van der Byl installed Stuart in the front cockpit,
assisted by F/Sgt Blamire. After running up the
engine, he taxied out and took off in a steep climbing
turn about ten feet from the ground, passing over
Lt Holthouse in another aircraft, stationary in the
middle of the aerodrome.
The Crash
They headed out towards Irene where they
commenced an “acrobatic sequence”, or as referred
to in the days as “stunting”. During the sequence, a
loud crack was heard, following which the Avro 504K
fell to the earth, killing both occupants and destroying
the aircraft. The SAAF’s first fatal aircraft accident.
The subsequent Court of Inquiry weighed heavily
upon those that had been involved in the operation,
especially as it was decided that it was one of the
fittings that had failed and not the aircraft’s timber
which was in good condition. The technical staff
were exonerated, despite the deficiencies in the
system which the Inquiry had exposed.
The exact cause of the accident remained
undetermined.
Whether the aircraft had been
overstressed during those last few manoeuvres will
never be known [speculation aside].
The loss of two gallant officers was still however a
tragedy. The lesson learned is however still as valid
as it is today. The underfunding and understaffing of
a highly technological organisation, such as an air
force can lead to serious problems.

Photo, taken during the above mentioned Memorial
Service on Sunday 18 September 2022.
Members are fltr, Mr Adrian van der Byl, [Grandson of
Capt Albert Lawrence Montagu van der Byl, Pilot],
Maj Gen M. B. Songqushwa [Chief Director Air Policy &
Plan] representing the Chief of the Air Force, and National
President of SAAFA, Mike Louw.

Memorial Service – 18 September 2022
The SAAF together with SAAFA attended the
Memorial Service of this tragedy upon invitation from
Mr Adrian van der Byl. The Service was held at the
crash site in Irene and was attended by members of
the van der Byl family and friends. The SAAF was
represented by Maj Gen Songqushwa and SAAFA
by our National President Col(Ret) Mike Louw.

Lest We Forget
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Aviation Snippets
Aviation Mysteries – Whatever Happened??
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, March 8, 2014
The missing Malaysian Airlines plane, flight MH370,
is one of the most famous aviation mysteries
nowadays. An aircraft had 239 people on board and
was en-route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing on
8 March 2014 when air traffic control staff lost contact
with it. Despite an extensive search of the southern
Indian Ocean, no trace of the aircraft was found until
the discovery of the barnacle-encrusted flap aileron
on Reunion Island, more than 3,700km (2,300 miles)
away from the main search site, in July 2015. French
investigators confirmed the aircraft wing part came
from the missing Malaysian Airlines Boeing 777, after
one of three numbers found on the flap aileron was
formally identified by a technician from Airbus
Defence and Space (ADS-SAU) in Spain, which
made the part for Boeing.
Investigators are
continuing to search for the rest of the plane. The
scope of the search has changed many times since
the plane disappeared, because of confusion over its
last movements.

The simplest theory – that she ditched her airplane
and died at sea – has never quite satisfied popular
imagination. The craziest theories have her captured
and executed by the Japanese government or quietly
living out her days in New Jersey under an assumed
name. Regardless, this remains one of aviation's
greatest unsolved mysteries.

Acknowledgment for info: www.aerotime.aero

Amelia Earhart disappearance, July 2, 1937
It wouldn't be a list of aviation mysteries without her.
In 1937, Amelia Earhart vanished in a Lockheed
Electra, never to finish her round-the-world flight.
The only clues that Earhart and her Electra left
behind were a few garbled (and disputed) radio
transmissions. We may never know what happened
to Amelia Earhart after that flight.
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What’s going on Puzzle?

GIGGLES

In each Edition, we will pose a problem or provide a
puzzle to be “solved” by our esteemed members.
This is for fun and the answer/s will be provided next
month on Social Media (WhatsApp Groups and
Facebook) as well as in the next Edition of the Stick
and Throttle. Enjoy and we know you will laugh when
we reveal the answer!!

A friend of mine was a flight engineer on a 727. A
lady was on the wrong flight and had to be escorted
down the back stairs to an awaiting car. The problem
was never really mentioned to the rest of the
passengers. After he dropped the stairs, took the
woman out to meet the car, secured the stairs, and
started walking toward the cockpit, he realized that
there were 120 pairs of eyes looking at him. He then
said, loud enough for all to hear, “Any more
complaints about the coffee?”

Note:
Anyone wanting to take a Guess let us know by
email and you will receive recognition!
In answer to the previous “quiz”…..

Always Remember:

The poor man starts to sing…………
”Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday dear Joanne Armstrong-Miller,
Happy Birthday to you!!!”

“There is greatness in doing something you hate for
the sake of someone you love.” S. Boteach

Editor:
Please send your contributions
and/or comments to:
pta.saafa.chairman@gmail.com
or
pretoria@saafa.co.za
We’re also on the web!
See us at: www.saafa.co.za

Note:
The editor extends his thanks
and appreciation for all
contributions.
Opinions expressed in this
newsletter do not necessarily
reflects those of the Editor or
Branch Executive Committee.
The Editor reserves the right to
amend or reject any editorial
matter submitted for
publication.

Always one of the favourites is the above “trick
question” of how many triangles do you see?
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